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February 2014 


HGRA Meeting Friday, Feb. 7th 


Guest Speakers: Fred ABIOC and Anita/ABIQB 
[Maru 1MSW] As we romp through wiater with our 
‘Sights set on spring, come to aur February HCRA mecting 
to gain inspiration for projects on your owen shack, Fred! 
ABIOC and Anita BLOB 
Kemmerer wil give a presentation 
. cn the design and building of 
Geabe | hci ncredible amateur station in 
Hollis, NH, Come find out about 
the considerations, planning and 
‘obstacles they had to overcome while constructing their 
top-notch sation. Fora sneak peak at what Fred and 
Anita have been working on, checkout ther blog: 


For this month's Tech Comer Bob KIYO 
willbe discussing some ofthe basics of 
‘Yagi antennas and how they work. Come 
find ut what makes beam bear 
Along with these presentations, we wil 
bbe discussing regular club business and 


the FI-57, taking membership renewals for 2013/2014, 
and taking deposits for WRTC equipment thatthe club is 
felling ta discount to members. Mecting starts a 7:30PM, 
(Teoh Comer at 7:00pe0) 

=**Our meeting room this month has changed*** 
Because of construction atthe Auilary Conference 
(Center our February 70h meeting willbe held in the South 
4 Conference Room locate inthe MAIN HOSPITAL at 
HMC, Please park inthe lots across the tee from the 
‘main enranee. Come inthe front entrance and go straight 
‘util the fost corridor on your right Take that corridor 
and look forthe B&C elevators. Take them up tothe fourth 
loa Tur right out ofthe elesutar and the conference 
‘oom wil be straight ahead. 

The doors to the building clase and lek shorty after 8 PM 
so there can be no late arrivals! (See page 6 for map) 


Local happenings 


(All times are local time) 
‘Sundays: 0845: Wester Mass Ener 
1273 WITOMR 

First Monday: Southwick Regional RACES Dr 
146.9 Simplex 

Mondays: 1950: HCRA 10m Net 28.375 
‘Tuesdays: 1930-2000: 146:94 PL. 127.3 WITOMR- 
Hampshire County Emergency Net 

Weadnesdays: 1930: MTARA Infonet 14694, PL. 127.3 
WITOMIR ~ includes NTS Net 

2000 MTARA Swap net: 14698, PL 1273-WITOMIR 
2000 MITARA Simplex Net tars on 146.94 - PL 

273, then goes to 146.42 dct (simplex) Usually starts 
immediatly following he swap ne 

‘Thursdays: 2100: Weather Net Roger, KIPAL Net Con 


trol), It Thursday of every month: 147.090 ME, Al other 
“Thursdays: 147.000, PL 127.3 - WITOMAR 


gency Net 146.98, PL. 


185 


Fridays: 1200: BB's (Brown Baggers Lunchson) 
‘Munich Howse 

15 Center Steet. 

Chicopee, MA1O13, 


Expect hetcen 6 and 12 atendees every Friday, Good 
food. great company! 


Club meetings & VE sessions 


Ist Friday ofthe month 7:50 PM, HCRA Club M 
Holyoke Hospital Auxiliary Conference Center, 575 
ecch St, Holyoke MA D100 (no meetings held in July oF 
Aus.) hltps/iwwrw.hera.or/mecting- location! 


[rd Friday ofthe month 7:30 PM, MTARA Clab meeting 
Red Cross building 506 Cottage St. Springtield, Mass. (on 
meetings held in uly or August) 

«4th Friday of the month 6:00 PM, Technician, Genera, 
and Extra Class License Exams, Holyoke Hospital 
Auxillary Conference Center, 575 Beech Sect, Holyoke, 
“Mass. Hosted by the Westem Mass VE Team (WMVET), 
Contacts David Cote, w aban ct 

‘Third Monday of the month 7.00 PM, Franklin County 
Amateur Radio Club meeting, Greenfield High Scho! (n0 
meetings held in July or August) tp/www fearon 
44th Monday of February, May, August, November 700 
PM, FCARC VE Exams, Unitarian Church, Main Stee 
[Note hp arog! 


Toin the ARRL of renew your membership! 
ARRL members ej 


ST Magarine 
+ Meer Only Web Services 

+ Technical Information Service 

+ Member Discounts 

+ Outing QSL Service 

+ Continuing Education 

+ ARR asan Advocate 

* Regulatory Information rage 

+ Pll Reins for Asteur Rai 
+ ARRL Field Orgaization 

+ ARB sponsored cotestk 

+ Local Chie 


+ Amateur Radio Emergency Service 


+ Volunteer Examines Coon Progra 


httpsiwewarrlorgimembership 


Visit our website at 
http://www.hera.org 


HCRA contact list 

Presiden, im Mullen KKIW (413) 237-4660 
Ak tw@ar net 

‘Vice President, El LaCombe KBINWH (413) 25 
hlnwhétcomeast.nt 

Dave Cain AALYW (413) 36-6901, 

‘aalyw@arrnet 

Secretary, (cunt) 

‘At Large, John Pise KXIN (413) 332-7474 
Kxlx@aer net 

[Newsleter. randy Johnson NIFJ (413) 584-900, 
alfjgtar.net 

Programs, Matt W 
wimsw@are et 

‘Membership, Rich Whecler NIKXR (413) 584-3372 
alkxr@ar.nct 

Technical, Bob Meneguzz0 KIYO (413) 896-4879 
klyodicomeast.net 

‘Skywarn Liaison, Evie Tulle NIQKO (413) 967-3869 

gko(@juno com 

‘VE Session Lisson, Dave Cote WIFAB (413) 57S 

wifabiardnet 


“ress 


i 


MSW (413) 336-4701 


2950 


FROM THE SHACK 
Fred/AB10C is our featured 


speaker for February meeting 
Strion building ideas fom an expert 
Fre wile sowing she rnd sack han Anita 
[ABTODB have cred over te pst 
few yea hela sto 
toto aan consi et of 
ideas we eld ue inure 
‘Sock afterseing ABIOC 
Feehan you may et oye 
ham sins apt 
Don't fret we wl be meting 
inthe Souh 4 Coneence Room 
inthe Mam Hosp ts ath 
Drs and mp ane nd 
nt hs mons dono 
BBioase, 


it the HCRA table at the MTARA 
[ARA Hamfest|on March 1st 


(Once again we wil havea table at this fun event While 
{you're browsing the aisles Fr that "have to have" tem 
please stop by the HCRA table and say ht, While you're 
there you can pick up a [less for a Yaesu FESS? 
sransceiver Thee are kets being sold AND the 
ring will e hed t noon the day of he hams, You 
could leave a eal WINNER — how cools that? 
Volusters) ae need wo staf our leat the harfest 1 
‘you would ike belp out contact fg drety and get 
‘you scheduled, Ihave one fee ent to the hamest going 
to theft person to volunteer © 


‘Our March 7th meeting 
Show & Tell extravaganza 

Our ‘funnest event ofthe year 

Mat is working hand wo raft another fun Show & Tel for 
2014, This isthe mecting everyone wants io atend. See 
prescotatons and demoastations of what our members 
have been working on fr the past year—Novice rig to Van 
de Graal generator, Raspberry Pi to KW amp, HCRA’S 
‘Show & Tet has it all Not bringing a projec? Then pack 
{your fre extinguisher, safety glasses and rubber boots, sit 
Back and enjoy the fun! 


HUGE Tower SALE now going on! 
Get the tower you always wanted ata price you ean 
afford 

‘The sale of WRTC equipment i deawing 1 close. Our 
goal sto slit al prior o June Ist and make sure every 
HCRA member gets abaryain. There isnt much tet 3 


the annual 


«except for tower sections and some ods and ends, A full 
inventory can be found elsewhere inthis months Zero 
Beat 

‘What we have onsale ata special price ate Rohn 25 tower 
sections, We have twelve I) sections on sale now for 
only $40! Regular price is $135 and that doesnt include 
shipping! You can easily save over $100section if you act 
fast, 

‘Don’t miss out, tlk: to Dave/AATYW or me atthe next 
‘meeting. Al purchases require a 20% deposit and include 
‘delivery to your door around the endl of uly. [Within 
‘wacon. Ei) 


WRTC 2074 and the ARRL Centennial 
fonvention in Jul 
sa ETERS FOU WOT Want to miss in 2014 
Tm sre yo know HCRA has aken aston supporting 
position helping ou this world clas event on Jy th 
{othe 1th, This year we wil be erecting, maintaining 
and removing fou WRTC contest stations in Medd 
MMA. We nced YOUR supporto isure WTC 2014 pats 
‘New England onthe map for boing the best WRTC 
Championship t dt. Interested in heping? Contact me 
Snoime va fair at 413-237-4666 Together we can 
ow the word hat HCRA menor working together 


‘The weekend fllowing the contest wil feature the ARR 
‘National Convention, With events starting on July 17h 
and running throug July 20s the convention willbe extr, 
special featuring great programs, manufictuers and guests 
from around the world. This year it willbe jst down the 
din Hartford, CT how cool stat? Don’t miss ance 
ina lifetime opportunity - get down there and enjoy 


Fantastic Solar Conditions continue! 
Ave you missing the chance of a lifetime? 


“hs exop tom the ARKL Popagatin Ballin 
[BED rd] sued January 31 

tear oy wlsing sige dy ata fo calelting 
the nth moving overage of np uabrs.t 
tos ei we rnd he some de ast a 
erage, wich was 1287 Th figure eso higher 
vay bck he Soh period end in Pedra 2003 
ch es 1289. tl suena over te pt 
years have een ove. The ata numbers wll open 
est wel ult 


“This means solar conditions are the best they have been in 
leven years—don't miss out, GOTA (Get On The Air)! 


JimiKKIW 


Crossroads 


‘Down to the crossroads, tried to flag a ride. 
Nobody seemed to know me, everybody passed me by." 
‘Those words quoted above are from Erie Clapton’s version of Robert Jobason’s poplar blues 
song, Crossroads. Why am I quoting blues lyrics ina ham radio article? Well, HCRA is indeed 
ata crossroads this year. 2014 will truly be a year to test the mettle of our membership. We are 
ata crossroad, the paths ahead aren’t clear and it will be up to YOU, the HCRA members to 
help choose the best path 
[wrote last month that after sixteen years I would be stepping down from my position atthe 
tend my term in June, By itself this shouldn't be eause for alarm, however there are other factors 
in play. Over the last few years I've encouraged bourd members to hang in there just “one 
:more year”. My hope was to find new board members so they could also, like me, take time 
off from HCRA. That plan didn’t work too well; we held onto our longtime board members 
and didn't add a lot of new blood. The result? It appears we willbe losing atleast three maybe 
four additional board members this year, potentially leaving HCRA without a quorum. We have 
‘strong, vibrant and active membership now isthe time for tht strength to show. Are there 
people out there ready to step forward and keep HCRA heading down the right road? 
(Over the years we have asked our membership to volunteer their ime and lead HCRA down the 
path we have always followed. Our goals have been to provide our members with a platform to 
‘explore this great hobby, expose them to new ideas and technologies, create a fun atmosphere 
{o.enjoy each other's company every month and be a good citizen to our cities and towns by 
providing help and emergeney services when needed. I think we've done some of these things 
pretty well. Others may not agree, but that’s good. That’s why we need you to help carry the 
HCRA vision forward. 
‘Once again this year we will be looking for interested, involved and motivated people to give 
alittle back to the hobby and club they have grown to love so much, [know things have been 
going pretty well at our elub, so why should you bother to volunteer when things are fine? What 
is different this year is if no one steps forward there simply won't be anyone to ill the gaps. 
‘You cannot simply sit back and think HCRA will choose the right path and things won't change. 
(Change is inevitable but we want good change, not bad, right? 


‘The good news is our club is solid, has good membership numbers, is well organized and 
the tfeasury isin fine shape. The present board is planning for future events to minimize the 
changeover effects, The outgoing board members arent disappearing and will be available to 
help mentor new members with adviee if needed. Ifyou “raise your hand’ to help out you won't 
bbe standing in the middle ofthe erossroud all alone. 


And I'm standing at the crossroads, believe I'm sinking down. 
‘Some folks have mentioned this year could be the stat of a “downward spiral’ for HCRA but 
'm not ofthat mind. [think HCRA is being offered a chance to make changes for the better, 
pulling in people with new ideas, different agendas and the outcome will be a stronger HCRA 
than we have today. I's all up to you ~ are you in or will you leave us standing a the exosstoads, 
2B 
JimiKKIW 


Ham Apps for February 2014 


(Larry W1AST) Happy New Year taal! I's now February 
‘one ofthe cold months, and more of us ae finding time to 
‘hase that DX sation. While at home, its easy to tam on 


the computer and watch the spots come up. But what about 
when you are mobile? 


"ran across an app foe mobile called DyFun Cluster Ham 
Radio on the Google Play store. Fun satiny app, 
taking les than 3 megs of space ( installed) Start 
it up and all bands are shown Or select which band you 
want foo 6 thn 160 oe VHF or UE. 

Very quickly alist appears showing who made the spo, 
frequency, fag ofthe country and cll of the station plas 
time posted. (See the picture) Isa very handy uty to 
have on your pone or table. 


Have you ever wished you had access to the eallbook 
aceess in your hand? Sure, you could just go to QRZ.com 


‘or yu could open the Hamradio Callbook app. To use the 
app, you need to make fee acount at 


The ist time you run 
the upp, log in with 
‘your hart login, type 
ina cal and search, 
Displayed is all the info 
you could possibly nocd, 
plus a map location 
Hamradio Callbook 
covers all hans all over 


the planet. (se the 
picture). Is another 
bundy an simple app 
touse while away from 


your home station. 
(QRZ. does have a app 
called QRZ Droid 
but I find Ido no ike 
it as much as Hamradio Caltbook. The information is not 
displayed anywhere as organized and neatly a5 Hamradio 
CCallbook. (see the picture), All the info you ned is there 


pls the availability 
tp View on QRZ t00 
which il open a 
browser window. You 
can also display a list of 
recently found ells too. 
QRZ Droid aso offers 
‘he capability 1 share 
the rests, but don't 


know why’ you'd want 
to do this it is another 
option fr looking up 


United states 


calls worldwide on your 
phone or tablet. 

Every time my phone 
rang, my’ wife would 
complain tht she dit 
ot ike the ringtone 
(Who doesnt ike Train 
Train by Blackfoot). 
So I decid to change to something css, something a ithe 
‘more fun, Anyone can attach a song fo a ringtone, but aot 
everyone can have the callerid playback in Morse cod 


009.10.27 E HAL 
120 
Maricopa 


ound MorseRing by Kemoney.net and installed ston my 
Android phone. This isa fice app. I replaces your curent 
ringer and has afew settings to customize it even mor, 
First i to tell it be the 

ringtone, thea whether tone or 

vibrate oF blink (I chose tone) 

You can seta default mesg 


Riccitchoctond 
tsps the coming = = 


‘number. The speed can be set, 
from 20 wpm to 50 wpm and a a 


the tone playback in Hz ean be 
set 100, Mine is 600 He about where I ike my ew anyways, 
You ean also set the blink speed (mine is sett 11 wpm, 
snd vibrate speed from 6 t0 14 wpm. And that's it 

The nex time tim, KKLW call or anyone) t plays his 
‘mame and cll and it works great! Iti take me a litle 
‘while to adapt to hearing ts he ringtone, but now Lea 
tell who is calling immediately without even taking my 


‘hone out of my pocket. And it keeps my callers private 
except if nother ham is closet you 


Now my wife dacsn’t get annoyed by it, She does as who 
is calling and finds i imerestng that I dont have to pick up 
the phone und lok anymore as I's copying it in iy head, 
This isa fun and useful app and may also (albeit slowly) 
felp you get your code speed up too. 


Lamy, WIAST 


|February 7th Meeting Moved to Temporary Locationl 


Folks, 
Because of construction atthe Auxiliary Conference Center our February 7th mecting will he held in the South 
4 Conference Room, located in the MAIN HOSPITAL at HMC. 

Please park inthe lots across the street from the main entrance. 


‘Come in the front entrance and yo straight until the fist corridor on your right, Take that corridor and look for 
the B&C elevators. Take them up t the fourth Noor. Turn right out ofthe elevator and the conference room will 
bbe straight ahead, 


‘The doors to the building elose and lock shortly after 8 PM so there can be no late arrivals! 


(Our February 7th meeting will feature Fred, ABLOC with a great presentation of his magnificent station in NHL 


Remember ~ don't he late or you may not get in! 


erving coffee or snacks at this meeting ~ please plan 
accordingly 


Because of the location change we will ot be. 


See you there! 
im/KKIW 


It’s your Zero Beat! 


| couldn't publish Zero Beat without the help of 
members providing articles and pictures. Send ideas, 
‘comments, pictures, articles to NIFI@arel. net! 
In seems that there will be a big shake-up on the 
HRA Board in June. Who wants to step up and belp 
ru the elu? 
a 
Frandy-NIFI 


Upcoming Contests 
Band conitons ave ee great an he sont half he 
20132014 contest season supe pon hs and 
make sme coma!” 

COW RITY WPX Cones 02, Feb 1 23892, Feb 
9 wera cmules tm 

AR mer DX Contes CW 0002, Feb 15 0 2402, 
Feb 16 hapa 

0 teeter Contest, $88 22007, Fe 211922002, Feb 
SS hapa 60.comfes 

Non Amercan Q80 Panty RFTY 18002, ob 2 0 
Or, Feb 3 hp eee. com NOP Rules pa 
ARRL ne DX Comet $1 0007, Mar 0 2402, 
Mr? hp wart ongant-e 


HELP WANTED! 


jewaeanwwny 
Are you cager to elp fellow HAMS? 


Are you energetic’ 


Would you 
21 century? 


to help the HCRA continue well ito the 


Do you have an extra hour oftime on your hands? 
you have answered yes to any ofthese questions, then 
listen up. 

AAs you may all be aware of Jim KKIW is resigning after 
his term in June as President. (Thank you Jims for many 
years of sevice! Jim and Ed (KBINWH) have been 
Spliting up the Seertary duties. Mat (WIMSW) will 
be releasing the Program postion 1 spend mare family 
time. John (KIX) is stepping down from the At-Large 
position 

As you can sce, that is 49 of your Board of Directors 
We upprecat all he time and effort all have pt ita 
thelr postions. Ifyou ar interested in one ofthe above 
positions please contact any board member. Don’t think 
you willbe flying blind we will show you the ropes. 
Remember, we need your help to be a successful lub! 


HAM Radio License Class 


and Study Groups Results 
Another Successful HCRA License Class 
(Once again this yeu, under the guidance of John! 
Ks and with itl help fom his friends we've 
pul another suecesslul sense classi the books 
Classes were held on two Monday evenings and an all 
day Saturday session on January 25a the Holyoke 
Medical Center Auditorium, A VE exam was held 
inumediately following the last class 

Io addition to an in-depth Techaician Class 
presentation there were General and Extra Cass 
Study groups led by JinvKKIW and Ed KBINWH 
respectively, Once the dust setled here ae the results 
Technician; ("new call) 

Halimas Fennell KCIBDM™ 

Tony Pettaae KCIBDK* 

(Cis Elder KCIBDL* 

Brian Mullarney (Friday night) KCIBDF* 

Genera 

Richard Lavileste KCIAEO (Friday night) 

Ronald Ford KCLANE (Friday night) 

Extra 

Miner Thompson KBINOK 

‘And thanks to AUNIAW, JefUNTIK, Niek/KIMAZ, 
RichiNIKXR and SteveINISR. 

Please make a special effort olsten For these folks on 
the aie and weleome them to their new bobby! 


HCRA Raffle ending March 7! 


HCRA’s *250° salle prize isa brand-new Yaesu 
FEST HF/VHE/UHF transceiver. The drawing is 
scheduled for March 7, 2014, Tickets are available at 
an HCRA meeting, oF contact nlkxri@arl net 


26% Annual 


“RE. Amateur Radio 
& Electronics Hamfest 


Saturday March 1, 2014 


Located ar 
Moose Family Center/Chicopee Falls Moose Lodge 1849 
244 Fuller Road, Chicopee, MA 01020 


***Directions*** 

From North or South on I-91: 
“Take the lure 291 EAS. 20 ramp to Mas Pike Bort 
"Merge oto 1291 H/US-20 E and comtmse to fellas L291 E 
[ST er ort tore Tolle Wienges Fall 
‘Tuan ight ecto Fuller RL 
"Tum oght ante Virguma Ave. Mouse Family Cantor 

‘packing lt will be en the right 


From East or Wast on 1-90: 
“Take cal 6 too 

‘Tuan oct 1291 W. 

‘Take emt 6 for Faller Ra toward Lalow Chicopee Falla 
‘Tan ight onto Faller Rd. 

“Moose Family Center wil bem the ht. 

"Tun ght anto Virginia Ave. Moore Family Canter puking, 
ot wl be on the righ 


in Regain Fare 
Name. 


cam sign 
Aaaress, 


city 


State Zip 


Phone (cell preferred) 


aul adaress: 
of Tables__xsis.00= 


*** The Details *** 

Doors Open: 

GIDAM Vendors ond; help avaiable for 

Ibading and unloading 

Sa0AM General Aamission 
Admission: 

Aduks. $5.00 

Chilren: under aget? are FREE! 


‘Vendor Tables, $15 00 cach (No tailgating 
available at this location ) 
Handicapped Parlang Avaliable 


‘Snack Bar — hot and cold neverages, 
‘roalfast sondwichec, hot doge, burgers 


Raffle Prizos ~ six (6) tckots for $5.00 


VE Exam -10:30 AM 
‘Bring: two forms of positive 1D: originals ara 
‘hotocopies cf any CSCE's you hol: and if 
Iicenced, the orginal of your current license 
lus Photocopy. Contac: Richard: ABIRS at 
sblivshotmail com for information. 


‘Additional Information: 
‘Rup www antara org 


‘Felk-Tn on 140.94 (127. FL) 


Table Registrations contact: 


24 Shoreline Drive 
‘Ware, MA 01082 


HCRA/WRTC Equipment Purchase Agreement 


(inventory as of 3/2014) 


Date 

Name: call: 

Street Giy Siate 20: 
Phone: (_)-__- email: @ 


liveryipickypafler July 13,2014 


understands the goods are used and without warranty 


HUGE TOWER SALE! 
[ni bso. etee fare eo ew S40) 


